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SUBJECT:     "Curtain  Lecture"  -  information  from  textile  specialists  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture . 
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In  the  old  days... when  Grandma  had  occasion  to  give  Grandpa  a  curtain  lecture 
...chances  are... she  talked  more  about  Grandpa's  shortcomings  than  she  did  about 
curtain  shortages. 

But  times  have  changed. 

And  today... the  smart  homemaker  gives  curtain  conservation  a  high  priority 
rating  in  her  plans  and  in  her  conversation. 

Here  are  some  timely  suggestions  for  making  curtains  "do  for  the  duration" . 
They  come  from  textile  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

The  specialists  advise  (this  year  particularly)  a  summer  holiday  for  your 
good  curtains  and  draperies.     If  your  curtains  have  been  on  the  job  all  winter... 
take  'em  down.    Give  them  a  summer  rest.    No  question  about  it... open  windows 
shorten  the  life  of  curtains.    Ten  to  one... they  suffer  wear  and  tear  that  comes 
with  dust  and  rain  and  fluttering  in  a  strong  breeze.    Too... the  summer  sunlight 
may  cause  draperies  to  fade... and  glass  curtains  to  rot. 

So  -  if  you  can  manage  it  -  take  your  good  draperies  and  glass  curtains 
down... clean  them. ..and  put  them  away  for  the  summer.    You  can  wash  most  cotton 
glass  curtains  satisfactorily.    You  can  also  wash  cotton  draperies ...  if  they're 
unlined. .  .pre-Ghrunk. .  .end  Y,cre  a  fast  color.    But  it's  better  to  have  other 
draperies  dry-cleaned.    And  the  specialists  recommend  dry-cleaning  for  fragile  net 
and  lace  curtains .. .whether  they're  cotton  or  rayon. 

Like  some  tips  on  storing  curtains? 

A  big  problem  with  draperies. . .of  course... is  to  keep  them  from  wrinkling 

or  crushing  in  storage.    For  smooth  results ...  fold  the  draperies  lengthwise  and 
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hang  them  over  the  horizontal  bar  of  a  coat  hanger  pHdied. with  paper.    Do  you  have 
several  pairs  to  store?    Then  slip  the  hangers  into  a  large  paper  hag... such  as 
you  use  to  cover  dresses.    Close  the  loose  end... and  hang  the  hag  of  clean  dra- 
peries away  in  a  clothes  closet  where  the  paper  covering  won't  get  torn. 

Just  a  few  suggestions  for  putting  cotton  glass  curtains  away. 

Before  you  wash  the  curtains ...  remove  the  loose  dust  "by  "brushing  or  shaking 
them.    Soak  the  curtains  "briefly  in  lukewarm  water  and  wash  them  in  hot  suds... as 
hot  as  your  hands  can  comfortably  stand.    Rinse  the  curtains  thoroughly  and  then 
squeeze  them  dry. .. carefully . 

When  you  wash  curtains ...  two  laundry  operations  you  may  put  off  until  next 
fall  are  starching  and  ironing.    Starch  attracts  insects  and  tends  to  weaken  the 
fabric.    Unless  you  can  roll  the  curtains  smoothly  for  storing. . .you'll  save  work 
"by  putting  them  away  unironed.    Just  wrap  them  carefully  in  plain  paper  to  protect 
them  from  the  dust. 

Now  what  ahout  summer  curtains  for  your  windows? 

Perhaps  you're  a  fortunate  homemaker  who  has  a  supply  of  summer  curtains.  If 
not... you  may  he  ahle  to  use  an  old  set.    Minor  repairs  won't  show  when  these  old 
curtains  are  pushed  hack  to  let  in  as  much  air  as  possihle.    A  third  possibility., 
and  a  popular  practice  nowadays ...  is  to  leave  the  windows  curtainless  for  the 
summer. 
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